
YOUNG LADIES 
All human beings must suffer pain and sor-

row ; but on woman, do the evils, incident 

to human existence, fall with peculiar 

force. Her heart is sensitive, and her 

spirits easily elated or depressed ; the 

delicacy of her nervous system subjects her 

to agitations, to which man, favored by 

greater physical strength, and more firm-

ness of nerve, is exempt. 

 

It is one of the disadvantages belonging to 

your  sex that young women are seldom per-

mitted to make their own choices. You must 

first lay it down for a Foundation in gen-

eral that there is Inequality in the sexes 

and that for the better economy of the 

world the men who are to be the law givers 

have the larger share of reason bestowed 

upon them, by which means your sex is bet-

ter prepared for compliance. 
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There are two extremes which we constantly 

see among young women on first going into 

company, and coming into the society of 

men. The one is a simpering bashfulness, 

that looks and is very silly, while the 

other is exhibited in a bold free air, that 

is even more offensive to good sense and 

propriety. A little more confidence will 

correct the one, and a little more modesty 

the other. Both are exceedingly unpleasant 

to meet with, though the former is much 

more tolerable to men of true feeling and 

discernment than the latter. Reserve like 

this is absolutely necessary to the protec-

tion of a pure-hearted maiden, in a society 

constituted as ours at present is. The sem-

blances of all that is honorable and noble- 

minded are so perfect, that even age, with 

all its penetration, cannot sometimes see 

through the veil that hides corruption and 

moral deformity, much less the eyes of a 

young and inexperienced girl. 

 

Singularly enough, we have in this day a 

class of intellectual ladies, who boldly 

contend for the absolute equality of the 

sexes, and who write books for the purpose 

of proving this doctrine, and spreading it 

throughout society. They claim for woman 

equal civil and political privileges with 

man, and see nothing but tyranny in the 

law, 

 

In order to guard our young friends 

against the false reasoning, and equally 

false conclusions, of these advocates of 

the equality of the sexes, we will, in as 

plain and comprehensive a way as possible, 

set forth what is the true relation of one 

sex to the other ; and in doing this we 

must explain the radical difference. The 

main point of equality which is contended 

for, and upon which all the rest is made 

to depend, is intellectual equality ; and 

here the great error is committed. It is a 

little curious that the first use made, by 

these intellectual women, of their great 

mental powers, is to lead their followers 

into a most dangerous error ! That there 

does exist as great a difference between 

the mental as between the physical struc-

ture of the sexes, is clear, from common 

perception, to almost every one. 

 

The question now comes, “In what does this 

difference specifically consist?" We now 

endeavor to show in what the difference of 

the sexes consists. The mind is composed 

of two faculties, Will and Understanding; 

the one the seat of affection, and the 

other of thought. The brain is that organ 

by which the mind acts, and is marked by 

two grand divisions, the cerebrum and the 

cerebellum. The cerebrum occupies the 

highest and anterior part of the skull, 

while the cerebellum, or little brain, as 

it is sometimes called, occupies the lower 

and posterior part of the skull. It is by 

means of the cerebellum that the will acts, 

and by means of the cerebrum that the un-

derstanding acts. 

A man has will and understanding, and a 

cerebellum and cerebrum by which they act ; 

and so has a woman. In this they are alike. 

But in man the understanding predominates, 

and in woman the will; and here they are 

different. If this be so, we may, of 

course, expect to find a larger development 

of the cerebrum, or upper brain, in man, 

and a larger development of the cerebellum, 

or lower brain, in woman ; and this is so. 

A man's head is higher, and fuller in 

front, than a woman's; while a woman's head 

is broader and larger behind than a man's.   

It follows, from what has been said, that 

marriage is essential to human perfection. 

This we firmly believe; and we also believe 

that where marriage is opposed from princi-

ple, (it never is from any other than a 

selfish principle,) the mind becomes per-

verted from its true order, and the intel-

lect weakened. 


