
Garden Pocket Book 

 

 

 
 Begin with two pieces of BRISTOL paper, 19x24 inches and 5x25 inches 

 Paint both sides or both pieces—I like to make each side a slightly different 

color/pattern to give the finished book more depth. I use watered 

down acrylic paint but you can use anything you have around. 
 While your paper dries clean up your work area, and wash out your brushes! 
 Assemble anything you want to use for decorations, this example has paper flowers from 

a scrapbook shop and fuzzy yarn, plus some coffee stirrers. 
 Cut two pieces of book board 4.25x6.5 inches. (if you don’t have book 

board use any thick board like the back from a sketchbook) 
 Cut the large sheet of paper in half and set one half aside 

 Next we are going to cover the boards—to do this cut two pieces of pa-

per from the remaining half that are 8.5 x 6.25 inches. Then cut two smaller 

pieces that are about 6.24 x4 inches. 
 Glue one of the boards, start in the center and work 

glue towards the edges—I like tacky glue, but elmers or 

school glue will work if you are careful. Lay the board, glue side down, 

in the center of the larger piece of paper. Gently smooth the paper to 

the board so it is tight and flat. 
 Cut of the corners at about 45 degree angles. Glue the sides up. 
 Attach a piece of ribbon about 8 inches long to the center of the long edge of the board. 
 Set aside to dry, repeat with the second board. Set it aside to dry also. 
 Take the second large piece of paper, make a score down the long edge about 6inches 

from one side, fold the paper along the scored line to create the “pocket” 



 Unfold the edge. Mark the center of the long edge (12”) and then measuring out from this 

center mark make a small mark every 3.75 inches. Score these lines, then fold to create an 

accordion. (Tip—I always fold even with the machine cut edge of the paper so the accordi-

on comes out square.) there will be a small extra flap at each end—DON’T CUT THIS OFF! 
 Cut a scalloped or wavy edge on both long edges of the paper and fold the “pocket” back 

up. Gently refold the accordion folds. 

 Take the 5” piece of paper. Find the center and mark out at 3.75 inch intervals, fold the ac-

cordion. Scallop ONE edge of this paper. Cut off the extra flaps. 

 Gently slide this piece into the pocket. Adjust the scallop/wavy edges if you want to 

 Now you can decorate the book 

 When you are satisfied with your decoration, the last step is to attach the accordion to the 

covers. Glue the short flaps to the long edge of the cover (the side without the ribbon tie). 

 Cover over the flap and the ribbon with those small pieces of paper you set aside earlier. 

(Tip—I always try to put the glue onto the board rather than the paper when possible as 

wet paper can stretch out of shape or tear.) Gently smooth down the paper. 

 At this point I would cover the ends with wax paper and weigh the whole thing down over-

night with a heavy book or brick or something. But this is optional—if you use book board 

you won’t have to worry about the covers warping or curling. 

 Fill it with seeds, plant markers, bookmarks, scrap paper, whatever you would like to put 

into the pockets 

 Other ideas for this structure—cover the boards with maps from an old atlas, paint the pa-

per to match, use it as a travel journal. If you like you could sew signatures into the valleys 

in the back and make it a pocket book journal. I have a friend who uses hers for a place to 

put all those scraps of envelope you write important notes on. Or carry your grocery list 

and coupons in it to the store.  


